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A new experience for the
bargain-oriented shopper

¢ idied o be thar a day of -.h|||'||'|lll|!
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clothes, white glives, amd heels and
|||,-;-||I||'||5 for the department wtore, Hual
locks Wilshire, Rohinson's in Beverly
Hl"‘". | '““l-'."'l'. ""';rll'lla.'l "|| iTiiE—names
that conjure happy hours of browsing
through elegant displays of designer
cothes, shoes, crystal, china, silver, furni-
mre, housewsres, toys and jewelny.

In those days, deparoment stores had
sales clerks whi would bring you sccesso-
ries far the perfect aatfit, help you find a
hat, knew the bridal registry and conld

help you find the best gafe For the heide
j.|;|! ErOEHTL |r| iR W] |'.Hr"I'I ||-\.“il.'l.'-|.
with the excention of Nordstrom, the era
of the Full-service, fim-io-shop-in degar-
ment store has pretoy much “gone with
the wind." Just like you can't fnd your
white ;I::—u =2 anvmore, sabes clerdo in de
partmeist Stored seom b0 have loso cheir
shiliry m be helpiol.

The last nme | needed & gift from the
bridal registry, the cleck waved me -
wards a computer which eventaally pro-
duced o printous thar refated what the
lweky bride and groom wers expecting,

The Cleadel Ohatler Callfecrion

Acemally 1T was Lll!'llﬂl‘ﬁtd to Fnd a clerk
that would wave to me—uszally there is
s ane visihle who remotely resembles a
salesperson anywhiere near @ cash regiser
when you want to buy something, He
cenily, | heard of a person resorting to
plcking up the cliphone on the regiser
desk, disling an extension, scnnning the
various desks for the person wha picked
irp the phone and then waving 4t her o
come snd help kim. [t worked, bot it
seems like a log of trouble when pow are
EHEing to Y somesne for snmething.
Is iv any wonder that people aro staying
WAy in droves? S0 whart are vour slierna
tives if you don't shop at deparoment
stores novmnore? Believe it or not, there m
snother whaole world out there
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shoes and comformable clothes and trek 1o
A .|u|||_l'., CENTEF OF 4 l\.l.,|r:"|'u.'|l.l'\:' BECTE,
Chatlet cenvers are growps of stores gwnesd
|_|:|.' ||_1.”\.|_|i_..\j|_'|:u|1:rg- 1lyan I:I:Ill the man
afacturer's own brand of merchandise,
Thess stores had their orign at the mulls
an the East Coase. The mills usually had
shops where cheir employees and local
residentss could bay irregulars, seconds
and overstock of merchandise. Twenty
yesrs ago 3 group of abandoned mills (n



The Citadsl i the Ciry of Comanene inmodiced Lis Angeles g0 the ousler mall,

|'|:|':||‘|||1£;. Peraneytranas Cifcried ds J0 (RATEE
|-||.||! rul: res mills anel manufEctarers
Siinfi _;lrlllll-c Frospia all vt thie esuniry
were making specml tripm = ship thiers
[he experiment wan so niceisafil tlian
cutler malls began springing wp all over
the country. Usnadly shoot 150HK squane
feet ur bigyer, these makls coniin stores
with such prestigious mames as Anng
Klean, Ann Taylor, Bees, Miksisa, Perry
Ellis, Adnfphn L], Capeezin,
Eddie Baves, Cormmp/Bevere and many,
many meie. Prives vary but the avérage
saviieEy ary alwsit 40 pereent cild I||: it

I he Laap,

m I.II'|||'II timiiid sinres. | I L ||.JI-'\IIIIII"" L]
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islcen the currenn sepwmon's fshione. Ssame
manufactarers even prodoce speoad prod
ks e their ouzles seores anid 1ess market
.|r\-||_|_'|l- I'I|rrr h-rl.lllllll- imil il"II.'HLIIHr"l ire
|_||_'r||'| |||.1r||,|'|] st thaad there won™t be amy
confusion. The malls themaehas, which
wmially hive resmurans or fiod eores,
&TE A pleasany shopjmng experichce

Uften these outlen are located in &
tomriat ares such a9 Freopor, Maing o
'I-'-'|5||1n|=|1||1'!.:. Il'lr:_'ll'lla They upaally are
whaourt 35 miles from the neatest deparn-
ik abdire, L 'I.II!I_I'II"a amt hirircidhced 10
phs |I|Ii'|'llll'|lll||ll|l when thee Cirade] Chacles
[ oslledtiom IIIH’lH_'I'i 113 dledwrs Biehind the we-

stiwes] facsale aof the abandened Uniroyal
Mant in the Ciry of Commeree. Devel-
aped by Trammell Crow Company, the
mall opened t instnt populsmty in Noe
vernber af 1950 {some LEINHY people carme
on opening dey). Behind the ompressive
Assyrun facede, che stores frant a pleasam
apeem-air courtyard planeed with ygrass and
lined with brightly colored walls
Handpainted mles dome by local school
children edge the walks. Ann Taylor,
Perry Elfs, Adolphe I, Capezie, Coming
Fevere, The Gap, Eddee Baner and mamy,
many more name stores gre locoed wong
the brosil, convered sidewalls.

A recent vikir found Perry Ellis shoes
marked oy half-off rewail, Carole Lictle
ilresses 3t excellent prices aned varioas
-[',‘a;u'nn hramide a1 well-ofF their nsusl
oomt. Tlsere were Laura Ashloy il ar 5
pereent off in Linen Workd and small
Procter-Silex appliances at sharply re-
dusced aenesims

The Coojeer Nulding in the gariven
ilsserics ol Los Angeles is also an outles
center and has shops Fsr many lasal
manufacturers such as Baby Guoess,
Croms?, Stheeraoods Ontlet, Jul]g,"; Chetle
amil Hathaway.

Lake Elsinore has its own EMsconnt
mall, Lake Elinnre Chotler Cenier. Devel-
aped by the MoArthurGilen Geronp, the
mall is a seellar group of designer shopa,
Shighithy farther afleld, Factory Merchanty
Mall has apensd im Barstow with 50 shops
renging from Anne Klein to Van Heusen
Deserr Hills Feomory Stores. i lomated m
Cabaon near Palm Spriogs. The San [N-
op Faceary Olutler Center s across the
-|m|-lr||_|_l vy ar rhe San YVaidro -.'rrm-ir.g.
(&l Thwiimae ofien seems like a birge dis-
comnt store in itself]

There are still more options evailable
in this hrave new world of retaiting e-
siifes the aurlet stores. Price Clob hegan
lifee bn San Diggn, bar it hag become a v-
ahle aptinn for Angelenos as well, The
miwfrills warehanse approsch allows lower
prives on groceries, [igoor, paper guoda,
anall upplisnces, elecrranics and clothe,
The stores are endrmsas and everyone
weem b be hoving s wonderful teme pick-
ing up bargaims. There is o foe for mem-
bership that you will undoubeedly make



up in one trip through the warehouse.
Everything is sold in pre-packaged lors—
six cans of toamato sauce, a case of beer,
eoc.—&0 it helps o know what amounts
your family can consume. Merchandise
changes constantly so you never know
quite what you will find on your rounds
of the stacked shelves, Aisles are wide and
the staff is friendly and helpful. There is
often food ulﬂplin.,g going on so thar you
can taste various products available in the
huge freezers or on the shelves. Price
Club also has a good selection of office
supplies, film and video tape,

Smart & Final has many of the same

products and prices. The stores have

been remodeled and now fearure wide
aisles and berter organization. There is.
no membership fee.

If you are shopping for sheets, towels
and housewares, Bed, Bath and Beyvond
has a huge selection and excellent prices.
It alsa carries a full line of small appli-
ances, gifts, glasswear, bath furniture and
closer organizers. The smff is helpful and
knowledgeable,

Shoes can be found ar verrific savings
at Coast Foorwear. Unusual sizes, ap-to-
dare styles and brands for both men and
women make this a grear place to round
out your shoe wardrobe. It is somewhar
selfeserve, but it is fun to poke around the
shelves and the staff is helpful. The
shelves often yvield hard-to-find narrow
sizes and interesting novelty shoes for
evening wear. There is an excellent selec-
tion of tennis shoes at prices thar will not
break the budger.

Solana Beach, north of San Diego has
developed its own mini-discount center
at the corner of Solana Hills and San
Rodalfo roeads. Several different discount
stores share the building including o De-
signer Labels for Less. |

Deparunent stores offer convenience, |
a large selection of merchandise and
many other amenities, But...the thrill of
the hunt for the best bargains and the
lure of lower costs on name=brand mer-
chandise make the outer stores and ware-
house-type operations attractive alterna-
tives to the raditional shopping trip. The
current recession makes them an afford-

able luxury.
{(For ouriet addresses, see page 16.)




