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Leveraging the Legacy Link — A Good Business Decison

T yourcompany's Web e ging o

- Lbe an independent enfity o should

*connectfo and inferrelte with your
 xisting databases and computer sy
tems? Thisis & significant question
indeed when your company has arge
dollas invested in s inventory, order
ing, and back office programming
[ncreasingly, the answer is fo leverage
{he extting dafabases and applications
as ntegral parts of the Web it
~ Thisapproach fakes advaniage of
 the money and time already invested n
gisting systems, It allows for dynamic

and interacive Web pages which ar

gaster to maintain since information 1§

comng o the pagesdirectly from the
| company s database. Traning fime

reduced since company personnel are
already familiar with the company s

- programing, Global and remote acces
to information is more efficient and costs

ate eptto minimum since he pro-
graiming is platform neutral.

In order o ntegrate legacy systems
o a Websie,an inlerface needs o be
created between the company s database

* and the Web servers. The mterfaces can
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| be a Common Gateway Interface (CGI)
| or the server's proprietary Applications
| Program Interface (APT) — Netscape

| and Microsaft both have APls built into

| their servers.

| Dymamic Catalogs
| Software tool sets that allow existing,
! enterprise applications to be moved to
| the Web are being developed by many
companies, NeXT Software, Inc. has
- developed WebObjects, a powerful toal
 set that can bridge the gap between
{ corporate data sources (such as main-
| frames and relational databases) and
| real-time data feeds and HTTI servers
| (like Metscape’s Commence Server).
| Regbok and Sharper lmage are using
| WebObjects to create dynamic Web sites
{ and to cut down on the constant wpdat-
| ing required of static Web pages. Now,
i information on thie Web pages is auto-
| matically updated when new products
| are added to the database management
| system.
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Mast programs
can imerface with
a mumbar of
existing dafz-
bases — Oracila,
Syhase, dnforrmir,
Access. Paradon,
tifase, Fawpra,
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Decision Suppart Managemeni
Omnline Analytical Processing (OLAF) can
be facilitated by using the Web and
| existing data warehouses. For eample,
| Hannatord Bros, Co., a $2.5 billion gro-
| cery chain wanted to implement a corpo-
| rate and store management decision
support syslem (D55) by providing
| decision makers with access to relevant
sales, cost, inventory, and budget data.
| The problems that had to be overcome
wiere software maintenanoe controls, staff
| training, low-bandwidth satellite connec-
| thons, and the fact that the system had to
i I:re_-:.:..s_lr- to use for the store managiers.
| Misrostrategy’s DSS Web helped
| Hannaford Bros. develop a system that s
| fast, easy to support, and easy to use.

Sales

Windermere Real Estate Services has 35%

of the market share in the Puget Sound
| area of Washington State and = the sixth
| largest real estate company in the USA
[ts 150 offices are linked by a database
that can be accessed by each office, Using
WebDBC created by Nomad Develop-

ion, both consumers and

agents can search the database by zp
condle, city, state, etc. for informaltion about

propertics.

| Thee Fisture

| New programs and solutions come

| onling every day as the demand for

| programs that link existing databases and
enterprise applications increases. Mist
programs can interface with a number of
existing databases — Omacle, Svbase,
Informix, Access, Paradox, dBase, Foxpro,

| ete. Mo doubdt, given the large numbers of

| corporate databases already in existence

' and the rapid migration of businesses to
the Web, interface programs will be hot

| for the forseeable future. u
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